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A message from GWO’s President: 

This week I watched the biopic of the amazing feminist 
Gloria  Steinem’s  life,  Glorias.  It  was  incredible  how 
courageous she was  and how farsighted her  magazine 
MS  was  in  tackling  issues  such  as  why  women’s 
household  labor  was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
invisible,  unpaid,  and  taken  for  granted.  I  had  not 
realized the title Ms came into being at that time, in 
1971. We have come a long way in the confidence and 
lifestyle and aspirations of younger women now. An old 
but  amazing  movie,  both  for  her  life  story  and  her 

trailblazing achievements. I got it from the Dunedin Public library.

In thinking of the GWO Centenary this year I had the vision of a year of our own members 
presenting rather than bringing in special guest speakers as we are graduate women and very gifted 
ourselves.  In  keeping  with  this  and  having  demonstrated  such  talent  and  capability  in  in  the 
histories by the past presidents we, in particular the YMs with myself, are requesting those who 
would like to be prepared to share something of their past or present research/project they are 
working on in a GWO colloquium taking the place of the traditional winter lecture in August. 
Details to come later in the newsletter. It is a new initiative so will be exciting to see the interest 
and I am encouraging everyone all ages and stages.

Other education and gender based events we are supporting include the suffrage lecture later in 
the year and the upcoming international science festival. The cold weather makes it hard to do 
extra things so a good time for battening down the hatches and settling in to watch a move.  

Good luck, Shirley Gillett, President 
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Annual Winter Luncheon | Upcoming Winter Colloquium 

Join Us - Annual GWO 
Winter Lunch 

When: Saturday, 24 July, 2021 

Where: Ombrellos 

Time: 12:00 noon 

Guest Speaker: An awardee will 
be our speaker. Our lunch replaces 
the July branch meeting 

Details: There is easy parking 
available at Ombrellos on the 
weekend. 

RSVP:  

✴ Needed by Thursday, 22 July 
at 6:00pm 

✴ joanne62rogers@hotmail.com  
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Graduate Women Otago Branch Meeting Minutes — 25th June 2021 

Bentham Seminar Room, 2nd floor, Zoology Department, University of Otago, Great King Street Dunedin. 
Commencing 7.30pm

1. Welcome: Sue Cathro welcomed members and visitors and reminded everyone to sign the book. 
Speakers, Elizabeth Purdie & Florence Stone to give, their 100th Anniversary Thru the Era Speeches. It is 
planned that the Presidents presentations will be published for members to read.  

Meeting Suspended, Speakers: 

a. Elizabeth Purdie. Many years of involvement with NCW, CIR, National Council, GWO Representative 
and President. Presentation Era mid1980 to mid1990. Bossy mother is where it all began. Pay, 
employment training, women’s refuge, violence, the environment. Activities and speaker topics of 
the time. 

b. Florence Stone. Many years of involvement on the NZFGW local committee, President; 
Representative to NCW, on National Executive. Pesentation Era 1940’s to 1950’s. Format and types 
of meetings, speaker topics, members and snobbery. 

c. Vote of Thanks by Shirley Gillett  

Meeting Resumed 8.45pm  

2. Apologies: Joanne Rogers, Sharon Richard, Correen Rodger, Louise Croot, and Mary Stuart.  
Acceptance of the Apologies: Moved from the Chair AGREED 

3. Agenda: Acceptance of the Agenda: Moved from the Chair AGREED 

4. Minutes of the meeting of 29th April 2021: (Printed in Newsletter)  

a. Corrections – none  
Motion: That the Minutes are true and correct. Moved Christine Clegg Seconded Rhonda 
Schlaadt AGREED  

b. Matters arising – none  

5. Correspondence:  

a. Inwards: Queries of an administrative nature re gowning; Membership queries of an 
administrative nature.  

b. Email: Lorraine Isaacs thanked committee for successful centenary celebration; Louise Croot 
regarding GWO records to be given to Hocken Library – Sue is working on this already.  

c. Community Award – one application received; Emails from members to Shirley re 100th Event 
May 2021.  

d. Outwards: Responses to above membership and administrative queries.  

e. Motion: That the Inwards correspondence be accepted and the Outwards correspondence be 
endorsed.   Moved from the Chair AGREED  

6. Matters Arising from the Correspondence: None  
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7. Business Reports: to 6/6/21  

a. Charitable Trust Account  Moved:   

b. Academic Dress Account  Moved:   

c. Branch Treasurer / Membership Report Copies available. Re-joining Barbara Benson; New 
Members 3 provided names, New Members 3 have no name / contact attached to 
payment, request to go in newsletter for details.   

8. Conveners Reports: No reports this month  

9. General Business:  

a. Louise Croot wrote up 100th Event and it is to be printed in the GWI Newsletter. Report is to be 
sent to members. 

b. National & International GW – Shirley. NZGW 100th Event is to be held by North 
Shore, in Auckland early October. Last year North Shore sent down 11 members to our AGM 
activities. They hope that Otago members will support and attend their weekend 
activities. Ioanna has already sent a write up to GWNZ. GWI - keep an eye on emails and 
website, Shirley is to do a write up on GWO 100th.  

c. Beatrice Hale book Ice Escape is written for children. Tom Watson was the captain of the ship 
called “Lord Talbot” and Tom was Beatrice’s grandfather.  

d. Archivist – Sue has continued to collect GWO records. Newsletters are the most important. Pat 
Sibertsen was suggested as someone who may be interested to help with the Archives once 
her current project is completed. Anne Pomeroy is currently archiving GWNZ records.  

e. Congratulations to Linda Robertson who was awarded the NZ Order of Merit in the June 2021 
Queens Birthday NZ Honours List.  

f. Science Fair – please support and attend. GWO gave $1500 to sponsor the 2 minute talks.  

g. Community Awards 1 application has been received and funds awarded.  

 Next Meeting July Watch out for details in Email / Newsletter  

 Business Meeting closed at 9.02pm  
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Academic Dress Report   

Call for Volunteers: August 
Graduations 

A lull in hires over June was welcomed to catch 
up on hood washing and gown cleaning from the 
May  graduations.  The  Otago  Polytechnic 
graduation  regalia  order  kicks  off  July.  Several 
Master’s  degree hoods have been reviewed and 
cleaned  including  music,  commerce,  teaching 
and various arts based masters. The arts masters 
and honours hoods have also been reviewed and 
soon to be washed. Thank you to the ladies for 
their hood washing help.

Look  out  for  the  new  interdivisional  degrees, 
BComSci and BACom with students likely to be graduating in December. 

The next Graduation is on Saturday 21st August,  this year there are two ceremonies (1pm and 
4pm). We hope you can help with handing out regalia. Academic Dress Hire Rooms are located in 
the north end basement of the Geology Building (behind the Clock Tower). 

The more members  who volunteer  to  help,  the  more money we have available  for  travel  and 
hardship grants, and scholarships. This is an opportunity for young or new members to learn about 
and be more involved with Academic Dress, Graduation and Graduate Women Otago. Thank you 
for your support.

If you can help, even for an hour on any of the days please contact:

★ academic.dress@otago.ac.nz , or

★ Jane Ashman 021 027 10950, or 

★ Walter Lawrence: 022 252 992

Collection from Academic Dress Rooms:

Thursday 19 August 5.30pm – 7.00pm

Friday 20 August 11.00am – 2.00pm OR

Friday 20 August 5.30pm – 7.00pm

Saturday 21 August 8.30am – 12 noon

Returns to Academic Dress Rooms:

Sunday 22 August 2.00pm – 4.00pm

Monday 23 August 10.00am – 12 noon OR

Monday 23 August 12 noon – 2.00pm

~ Rhonda Schlaadt, Academic Dress  
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Save the Date - Winter Colloquium 

✴  Date: 20th August 

✴  Place: Hutton theatre, Otago Museum 

✴  Who: presenters: any GWO member; audience anyone! 

✴  Topics: any topic of research or project past or current 

✴  Length: approx. ten minutes 

✴  Format: Talk with or without slides/Poster 

✴ Concept: a chance to share a passion or interest from our membership with members and others. 

✴ Time: 1 PM to 7 PM (to be finalized) 

✴ Idea: a nonthreatening situation to share with others or practice a presentation or make a statement 
and a chance to see what our own members are specialized or interested in. 

~ Shirley Gillett, President 

Congratulations to Linda Robertson! 

For her award in the Queen’s Birthday Honours of ONZM (an Officer of the New Zealand Order 
of Merit), for services to Occupational Therapy and Seniors.

Linda has worked in “occupational therapy for 40 years and is considered a champion of teaching 
and applying critical thinking in occupational therapy”. [A quote from her citation]. Among her 
achievements,  she  has  published  a  key  text,  Clinical  Reasoning  in  Occupational  Therapy: 
Controversies in Practice.

In 2019 she was presented with the Frances Rutherford Lecture Award by Occupational Therapy 
New Zealand. 

She has been an advocate for older people for many years,  was regional  representative on the 
executive  committee  of  the  NZ Association of  Gerontology  for  15  years  and was  made a  life 
member in 2020 for her work in the local branch. She has been a Board member of Age Concern 
Otago for 10 years.

From her interest in how occupational therapists can help people in their own home, she was an 
advocate for the Abbeyfield model of housing for older people in Dunedin. She was a researcher in 
the Steady As You Go, peer lead exercise programme. Some of us have been participants in that 
programme.

Congratulations again to Linda for her many years of valuable work.

~ Sue Cathro
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NCW Reports - July 

The The National Council of Women was founded in 1896 and this year is celebrating 125years of 
existence. Special events are being organised around the country. 

NCW Dunedin held a High Tea at the Distinction Hotel on Saturday 26 June. This was attended 
by fourteen present members, five former members and three friends and supporters. 

Dot Page spoke on some of the events where NCW had had a significant influence. One of these 
was the Parker case in 1956. NCW had fought for years for equal pay for equal work -  it first 
appeared in the Resolutions of 1897! This case made it a headline issue of pay in the public service. 
Men, coming into the public service were paid more than women who had years of experience. The 
PSA appealed against  the classification of  a  young male candidate,  on behalf  of  Jean Parker a 
section leader in the IRD Dunedin. However, in spite of the appeal being successful, the Public 
Service Commission directed the IRD to reduce Jean’s salary of £695 a year to that of a cadet £460 
per year and reducing her to junior duties of a cadet. There was an immediate national outcry. The 
NCW Conference, which was meeting at the time, swung into immediate action and 42 branches 
and Nationally Organised Societies, in backing the PSA, agreed to send telegrams to the Prime 
Minister and MPs condemning the Commission’s action. A snap debate was held in Parliament 
that evening and the Government intervened to reinstate Jean to her former position and salary. 
The New Zealand Herald noted that ‘In this organisation, women have a powerful vehicle for 
bringing their views before those in authority. 

The afternoon tea was memorable with a large variety of fancy food on tiered plates, linen napkins 
and individual  pots  of  tea,  all  served with a  smile  from our  attentive  waitresses.  It  was  great 
afternoon of catch-ups and conversation.

~ Sue Cathro

 

2021/22 Subs Reminder 

Subs were due on 30 June. Thanks to all of you who have already paid your 
2021/22 subscription but if you have not done so yet please make your 
payment (as outlined in the invoice I sent out on 30 May). Also please 
remember to let us know if your email address changes. These  day  the 
number one way we lose members is them forgetting to let us know and we 
then lose touch. 

~Joanne Rogers, Branch Treasurer 
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Indicative GWO Calendar for the remainder of the year 

Since this year has been a bit topsy-turvy due to our 100th Anniversary celebrations we thought it 
might be helpful to give you all a heads-up of what the plans are for the rest of the year. The date 
in red is not yet confirmed but we will let you know when it has been finalized. 

~ Joanne Rogers 

July

No Branch Meeting

Winter Lunch (including the Jeannette Scott Award winner) Saturday, 24 July, noon

August

No Branch Meeting

100th Anniversary Colloquium Friday, 20 August

September

Branch Meeting Thursday, 23 September

October

GWNZ AGM, North Shore Wednesday 8th & Thursday 9th October

Branch Meeting and AGM Thursday, 28 October

November

The Big Bash (working title for our 100th public celebration) Early November
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Invitation from GWNZ for Centenary Meeting 

We have received the preliminary notice of the AGM and conference, which is to be hosted by 
the North Shore Branch on the 8 – 9 October 2021.

The indicative agenda is:

Friday 8 October: Event @ Takapuna @ 5.30pm

Saturday 9 October: AGM @ AUT @ 9.30am start (TBC)

Saturday 9 October; AGM workshops @ pm.

1. Looking back, 2. Looking forward.

Saturday 9 October: Dinner @ Devonport @ (TBC)

Sunday 10 October: Activities for those interested. TBC 

We are calling for names of those of you who might be interested in attending. As this is GWNZ 
Centennial year, it would be nice to have a good group attending. I have information about 
accommodation, so please sen your expressions of interest in attending to me (Sue Cathro, 
b.s.cathro@xtra.co.nz)  

~ Sue Cathro 

News from our Members 

★ We welcome members  to  submit  newsletter  items  highlighting  their  contributions  and/or 
achievements in the community, workplace, and beyond! 

★ Please send through your items to Angela (Angela.Gisselman@tufts.edu) so we can highlight 
and celebrate the collective achievements of the GWO membership!

Beatrice Hale: Book Publication 
Congratulation to member Beatrice Hale on the publication 
of her book.

Ice Escape: the story of a rescue from the icefloes of 
the north. 

Dunedin resident, and Aberdeen-born author Beatrice Hale 
has  relaunched  her  children’s  book,  Ice  Escape,  with  The 
Kellas Cat Press in Aberdeen.

ICE  ESCAPE  is  a  children’s  story  based  on  the  real-life 
courageous  rescue  by  the  crew  of  Aberdeen  trawler  Lord 
Talbot of the visionary American Flying Family. The family’s 
Sikorsky Amphibion crashed on the Greenland coast in 1932 
while on a pioneering flight round the world. What was it like 
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on the boat as it made its way towards the stranded aviators? What was it like on the coast, as the 
Flying Family did its best to survive, waiting for help that might not come? Ice Escape tells the 
story, imagined through the eyes of the children involved.

Torry-born author Beatrice Hale, now living in Dunedin, grew up inspired by her grandfather, Tom 
Watson, the skipper of the Lord Talbot. She has drawn on her rich family history for stories of 
adventure for all ages. ‘My Grandfather was the Skipper on the Lord Talbot,’ she says. ‘I couldn’t 
believe it when in later years in America I phoned the two children – old ladies by then – who had 
been stranded on that icy coast. And they said if it hadn’t been for my grandfather and the crew, 
they would have died.’

Beatrice is a graduate of Edinburgh University and a postgraduate from Otago University, with a 
doctorate in anthropology and a focus on social gerontology. Despite her gerontology work and 
writing, she has written gardening books, especially herb gardening, and children’s stories.

Copies of the book are available on Amazon and from the publishers, The Kellas Cat Press, and in 
New Zealand from Beatrice herself, and from the University Bookshop in Dunedin.

Anna Campbell: Young Enterprise Alumni Award 
Anna Campbell has been selected as a Finalist for the Young Enterprise Alumni Awards in the 
Contributor of the Year category, contributing to NZ business. 
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Join the Graduate Women International Young Members WhatsApp Group! 

If you are a Graduate Women (Fiji) member aged 40 and below, you have access to a dynamic network of 
similar-aged women around the world through our GWI membership and network. The current leader of 
Young International Members is Sudha Srivastava of the British Federation of Women Graduates,   

You are invited to join the Young Members Network on WhatsApp - click here to join. You will need to 
install the WhatsApp app on your phone. Please introduce yourself as a member of Graduate Women 
(Fiji). 

GWI Young members at the 33rd Triennial Centenary Conference in Geneva, Switzerland in 2019.  

~ Shirley Gillett 

Addendum 

President’s Report from the June 2021 Newsletter should state that there were fifteen past GWO 
presidents in attendance at the centenary branch celebration - a remarkable showing!

~ Shirley Gillett
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Graduate Women New Zealand

Website www.gwnz.org.nz/ 

Address PO Box 2006, Wellington 6140, New Zealand 

Otago Branch

Email info@nzfgwotago.org.nz

Website gwotago.co.nz 

Phone 03 479 8765

Address PO Box 6334, Dunedin North, Dunedin 9059

Graduate Women International

Website http://www.graduatewomen.org/ 

Phone +41 22 731 2380

Contact Us

August Newsletter Deadline Date 
The next committee meeting is Thursday, August 5th 

The closing date for the April newsletter will be 

Sunday, August 8th 

 ~ Angela Spontelli Gisselman, Newsletter Editor
Angela.Gisselman@Tufts.edu 
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